
 
 

Politics Summer Work 2020 
 
Dear all, during the summer term we would normally be inviting you into college to 
experience politics lessons but unfortunately ‘current circumstances’ makes that pretty 
unlikely. However, we at the politics department would like you to be prepared for the 
learning ahead. Next year you will be studying two areas of the subject, UK and Global 
politics. This summer work will help you to start developing the critical skills and detail 
required to really excel in the subject.  
 
We shall be looking at your submitted work in September and shall be using your 
contributions during class activities in the second week, so please bring a printout with you.  
 
UK Politics  
 
Task 1 - British politics is going through a remarkable period, with Covid-19 and Brexit, the 
current government will struggle to bring Britain back to some form of normality. With this 
in mind we would like you to research and write a paragraph on each of these questions:  
 

1. Can you explain why the current government was formed and who are the key 
people in it? (you may want to familiarize yourself with members of the Cabinet and 
their roles)  

2. What are the current challenges the government faces over Brexit?  
3. What are the likely scenarios if a deal is not negotiated by the end of the year with 

Europe?  
4. What are the criticisms made of the government’s handling of Covid19?  
5. What are the counter arguments to these criticisms?  

 
Task 2 – We would like you to find a number of UK politics podcasts, subscribe to them and 
write your reflections (two to three paragraphs) on what you heard on one of the 
programmes that interested you? The BBC is a good place to start but there are lots out 
there.  
 
Task 3 – Research the Labour opposition under Keir Starmer, although it is early days, what 
sorts of policies is he arguing for? We would like you to list 3 and tell us about them?  
 
 
  



Global Politics  
 
Task 1 – The world is looking quite troubled at the moment. Some have called it a world in 
disarray. To untangle the current situation we would like you to research and write a 
paragraph on the following questions:  
 

1. What does Trump’s ‘America First’ slogan mean for the world?  
2. How is the world progressing on reducing CO2 emissions?  
3. How has China utilized the covid-19 pandemic to influence other states?  
4. Are human rights today protected adequately? 

 
Task 2 – Listen to the following podcast 
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hbmNob3IuZm0vcy9hMDdjNjAwL3BvZGN
hc3QvcnNz/episode/YWNiNDljN2EtYTVhZi00ZDc0LWI2ZWYtYzk0NTEzZGEyYjBh?ved=0CAkQ
zsICahcKEwjosfr9nsDpAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAQ – (its from our Head of Politics podcast) –  
 
We want you to write your reflections on what you have heard – What is the famous 
political scientist Francis Fukuyama saying about the future of globalisation and a connected 
world?  
 
 
Additional work 
 
On top of the above. To prepare for politics you have to immerse yourself in political 
information. The best way to do that is to subscribe to as many podcasts and follow the 
news. Remember politics is not a conventional subject, you have to know about actual 
current politics to do well.  
 
Mr Patel  
Head of Politics  
Email jpatel@woodhouse.ac.uk  
Twitter: @patelshop  
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